
Downtown and Historical
Heritage Trails of Gifu City

英  語ぎふしの
まちなか歩きを

■How to use Gifu Navi

“Gifu navigators” offer you a 
detailed explanation about Gifu 
which will allow you to further 
discover the attraction of the city.
Let’s get more information on Gifu 
by using cell phone

Bicycles are available to rent from 
the rental bicycle ports around the 
city for 100 yen per day

Get around town
by bicycle

Gifu Navi

Find a sign of
Gifu navi

Mt. Kinka and Gifu Park area

Gifu Castle Yanagase

▶Enter the Navi code 100.

R

Yanagase area

▶Enter the Navi code 550.

Saito Dousan Kawabata Yasunari Hanako Master of Ukai
in Nagara River

Kame-hime
(princess Kame)

Fee/100 yen per day (maximum two days)
Return/Bicycles can be returned to any
             rental bicycle port
             (limited in day and time open)
Registration is required

Gifu Park
Rental Bicycle Port
TEL：058-264-4865
Open / 9:00-18:00
(-17:00 December to February)
Closed / 12/29～1/3

Tourist Information
Office at Gifu Park

Rental Bicycle
Port

Rental Bicycle
Office

JR Station’s Southside
Rental Bicycle Port
TEL：090-5875-3196
Open / 9:00-19:00
(-18:00 December to February)
Closed / 12/29～1/3

Car Parking in the
southside of JR station

JR Gifu Station
Southeast Gateway

Rental Bicycle
Port

Rental Bicycle
Office

Ukai Port’s
Rental Bicycle Port
TEL：058-262-0104
Open / 9:00-17:00
(5/11-10/15 Everyday)
Closed / 12/29～1/3

Gifu City Cormorant
Fishing Viewing Boat Office

Nagara River

Rental Bicycle
Port

Rental Bicycle
Office

Gifu City Hall South branch's
Rental Bicycle Port
TEL：058-266-1377
Open / 9:00-17:00
Closed / national holidays
and weekend (10/16-5/10), 
12/29-1/3

Gifu City Hall,
South Branch

Rental Bicycle
Port

Rental Bicycle
Office

Locate1 Read2 Allow3

Locate QR code on 
the sign panels and 
maps in the town

Read the QR code 
with your cell phone 
to access the site

Allow Gifu Navi to 
transport you through 
Gifu attractions

Publisher：Gifu City's "Walking Map" Project Team
Inquiries：Gifu Lively City Public Corporation, Kanda-machi 1-11, Gifu City, Gifu 500-8720　TEL&FAX：058-266-1377　E-mail：info@gifu-nigiwai.org

A Gifu Navigator figure of Nobunaga with a cell phone is a registered-trademark of Gifu City.     QR code is a registered trademark of Denso Wave Incorporated.

Published in March 2012

Bicycle rental
information

Net site for cellar phone
in Gifu City

Navigation to Gifu
by QR code

Let’s have more fun.

Gifu Castle

この城は、斎藤道三の孫龍興を破り
手に入れ、稲葉山城と呼ばれておった
のを中国の故事にならい、岐阜城と改
め天下統一の足掛かりとしたのじゃ。

ぎふ・いざないびと

織田 信長

昔、柳ケ瀬付近は一面の沼地だったそうで
す。明治時代になり人が住み始め、この付
近の川岸に柳の大木が生い茂ったところか
ら、柳のある瀬「柳ケ瀬」となったそうです。

ぎふ・いざないびと

岐阜まちなか博士

・Only Japanese explanation available in Gifu navigators (Gifu navi)    ・Only Japanese voice navigation available in 
Gifu navigators (Gifu navi)      ・Use celler phone applicable QR code

Nagaragawa Ukai Museum Rental Bicycle Port 
Opening August 2012

ぎ
ふ
し
ま
ち
な
か
歩
き

Gifu City Walking

Tour Sightseeing

Guide

Trails are available
on the reverse side.

 Lord Nobunaga’s trail 1 Hanako’s Trail around temples and shrines 5

One of the five National Highways of 
the Edo Shogunate, this paved road 
extended from Edo to Kusatsu near 
Kyoto, passing through inland and 
mountain areas connected by 69 post 
station towns.

 Nakasen-do

In the Edo Period, Kanou-machi consisted 
of Kanou Castle, samurai residences, the 
Honjin, and commercial and inn districts 
(Kanou-juku). Kanou-juku was roughly 
2.3km wide, from east to west, and was a 
large rest area along the Nakasen-do.

 Kanou-juku

 Nakasen-do Highway walking course 8

Kanou Castle town 9

 Downtown area walking course 7

 Kawara-machi and Ukai viewing walking course 2

A traditional styled office reminiscing the age of 
Nobunaga located on the North side of the park.  
This place has an information center for tourists, 
rental cycle port, cafeteria, souvenir shop, and is 
also open to the public as a rest house.
Open/9:00-18:00 (-17:00 from December to February)
Closed/ Cafeteria and shop: 1/1  Office: 12/29-1/3

 Gifu Park Information OfficeD-2

This temple was patronized by Oda Nobunaga as his guardian temple after 
transferring the headquarters of his fiefdom to Mino followed by his victory over the 
former ruler Saito Tatsuoki. Its main hall ceiling is stained with blood that is said to 
have been from hara-kiri committed by a subordinate of Oda Hidenobu (grandson of 
Nobunaga) when the Gifu Castle was conquered prior to the Battle of Sekigahara in 
1600. A tomb of Lord Oda Nobunaga and his son, Nobutada rests in the precinct.
open/9:00-17:00 (-16:30 from November to February)
fee/Adult 150 yen, Child 100 yen Tel.058-231-2613

 Soufuku-ji (Temple)D-1

Saito Dousan is honored here. Although 
it was originally situated on the 
southwest side of Soufuku-ji Temple, 
it was later moved to its present site by 
the chief priest of Jyozai-ji Temple due 
to recurring floods of the Nagara River.

 Dousan’s Burial MoundC-1

This building initially constructed as an engine 
chamber to pump up water from wells near the 
Nagara River in 1930. It was registered as National 
Tangible Cultural Asset in 2002. Gifu City was 
designated as the “City of quality tap water” in 1985.
Information/Kagami-iwa Water Source Office 
TEL.058-263-1177

 Museum of Municipal Water: Kagami-iwa water source facilityE-2

Inscribed as “Continuing to eat/ 
delicious vinegared sweetfish / from 
the Nagara River.” The haiku 
expresses the incomparably-delicious 
flavor of the vinegared sweetfish Basho 
ate while waiting for Ukai viewing.

 Stone tablet bearing a haiku by Matsuo Basho in Shinmei-jinja ShrineD-1

 Castle town course related to Lord Dousan and Lord Nobunaga 3

 Gifu CastleE-2

The gallery is dedicated to the brothers, Kato 
Eizou and Touichi who were famous 
Japanese-style painters born in Gifu.
Open/9:00-17:00 (entry 16:30)
Closed/Monday (Tuesday in the case of a National 
holiday), next day of a National holiday, 12/28 –1/3
Fee/Adult 300 yen, Child 150 yen
TEL.058-264-6410

Ukai (climax scene of fishing) 
housed in the Gallery

 Art Gallery of Kato Eizou and TouichiD-2

This vermilion pagoda, located on 
the mountain side on the eastern 
edge of Gifu Park, was built in 1917 in 
commemoration of Emperor Taisho’s 
coronation. This becomes graced with 
autumn foliage every year.

 Three-storied PagodaD-2

Lord Nobunaga’s Palace is said to have been 
located at the foot of Mt. Kinka, which is now 
Gifu Park. Ruins of fort and a path of big stones 
wall have been partly restored, and excavational 
efforts are underway to reveal the whole design 
of his Palace. A stone wall was in the foreback 
of the Place (photo), and it is believed to have 
been the site of tea house.

 Ruins of Lord Nobunaga’s PalaceE-2

A museum of history and cultural assets from ancient to modern times in Gifu City.  
The museum offers visitors opportunities to experience the history of Gifu through 
various attractions including the reproduced Raku-ichi free market, a policy 
promoted by Oda Nobunaga in the Warring States Period in the 16th century. 
Open/9:00-17:00 (entry 16:30)
Closed/Monday (next day in the case of a National holiday), 
next day of National holiday, 12/28 –1/3
Fee/Adult 300 yen, Child 150 yen  TEL.058-265-0010

 Gifu City Museum of HistoryD-2

Mr. Nawa Yasushi, known as “the Grandfather of Insects” and the 
Godfather to an indigenous “Gifu butterfly” (Japanese Luehdorfia), 
founded this fascinating museum in 1920. 18,000 species and 300 
thousand specimens from the world have been delicately preserved. The 
museum and laboratory were designed by Dr. Takeda Goichi, a famous 
architect, and museum is designated as National Tangible Cultural Assets.
Open/10:00-17:00 (9:00-18:00 in summer holiday)
fee/adult 500 yen, child 400 yen

 Nawa Museum of InsectologyD-2

Inscribed “I will remain here / until the 
White Goosefoot grass / grows tall like 
a cane.” This haiku was a gift from 
Basho to a priest when he stayed at 
Myoshou-ji Temple in 1688, expressing 
his gratitude and wish to stay at the 
temple for a long time.

 Stone tablet with haiku by Matsuo Basho in Myoshou-ji Temple D-3

Inscribed “From this very spot / all those things that meet 
the eye / are quite refreshing”
This stone tablet stands in the courtyard of the hotel 
named “Juhachi-rou.” Basho created this haiku when he 
was invited to a tower standing besides the Nagara River 
owned by Kashima Zen’emon, an oil trader who lived in 
what is now known as Tamai-cho. The haiku well describes 
the beautiful scenery of the Nagara River from the tower.

 Stone tablet bearing a haiku by Matsuo BashoD-2

This shrine is dedicated to Inishiki-irihiko-no-mikoto, the older 
brother of the 12th Emperor Keikou, who unified this region 
according to the Japanese mythology. Originally located on the 
north side of Mt. Kinka, the shrine was later relocated to its present 
site by Saito Dousan. “Gifu Festival,” held on the first Saturday 
of April every year, sees a procession of its floats and portable 
shrines across the city and an evening festival is held within the 
precinct under a canopy of weeping cherry blossoms in full bloom.

 Inaba-jinja (Shrine)D-3

Built in 1924, this was the prefectural 
headquarters until 1966. The building is 
adorned with stained glass representing the 
Hida Alps, Nagara River Cormorant Fishing, 
and the Yourou Waterfall, and decorated 
with marble stones from Ogaki City.
Closing March 2013

 Gifu Regional Office (former Gifu Prefectural Office) C-3

Oda Nobunaga's wife is honored here.  
When the couple lost their lives in an 
event known as the Hon'no-ji Temple 
Incident in Kyoto, her hair was brought 
back by her vassals and buried here.

 Nou-hime's GraveC-3

Jun-nyo, the 12th Senior Priest, founded 
this temple in 1603. Tragically the original 
buildings were lost. However in 1756, a main 
gate was constructed and is designated as 
a Prefectural Cultural Property.

 Nishi-betsu-in (Temple)B-3

This temple was originally located in Mie-ji, now 
Mizuho City, but was transferred to the Inaba Castle 
town in hopes of its prosperity. Its principal image, 
eleven-faced Deity of Mercy, is designated as 
National Important Cultural Property. On the first 
Sunday of March, the Mie-ji Temple Festival (Silkworm 
Festival) is held in order to pray for the abundant silk 
production, which heralds the arrival of spring.

 Mieji Kannon (Temple)C-3

This school is the almamater of Hanako's grandchild, 
where she happily took her to and from school. The 
school displays a letter of appreciation sent to Hanako 
from Takamura Koutarou, a famous poet and artist to 
interest children about Hanako’s life. A 200-year-old 
Chinese Wingnut tree once standing in the schoolyard 
survived bombing in 1945.
Meitoku Elementary School closed in March 2012

 Meitoku Elementary School - Chinese Wingnut TreeC-4

Erected by Lord Toki who reigned Mino and Owari in the 
Muromachi period, this historic temple has witnessed the 
prosperity of the areas over time.  It is a famous Zen-Buddhist 
Monastery with several sub-temples, and is only open to the 
public during the Plum Blossom Festival in early March. Besides 
its gate are the cornerstones of a pagoda from the old Atsumi-
ji Temple. There are notable graves including those of Toki 
Shigeyori, Saito Myochin, and Gokei Kokushi.

 Zuiryo-ji (Temple) D-4

This road extended for about 26 km from Gifu Town, Kanou, Kasamatsu, 
Ichinomiya, and up to Yotsuya (now Inazawa City) where it connected with 
Mino-ji Road during the Edo period. It was improved by the Owari-han 
(domain) with pine colonnades. Inns were also established in Ichinomiya. 
This road later earned the name of Osushi Highway or Ayu-zushi Highway 
after the fermented sushi made from Ayu, or sweetfish that was caught 
through Ukai, or cormorant fishing held on the Nagara River. The sushi was 
transported all the way to Edo (Tokyo) on this road in several days.

 Osushi Highway (Gifu or Owari Highway)

This monument is named after Kagamiiwa Ⅱ, son of 
Kagamiiwa Hamanosuke who was a famous sumo 
wrestler in Edo. Reflecting on his wrongdoings, he 
built a chajo (tea house) and a butare-bo, a figure 
which travelers hit with a rod for atonement. This 
figure is presently at Myosen-ji temple in Kanou.

 Chajo Road Marker and Kagami-iwa MonumentD-7

This urban hodgepodge community 
assumes a unique atmosphere with a 
mixture of old and new shops from different 
industries, ranging from boutiques, 
restaurants, inns, grocery stores, etc. In the 
evening, the town attracts people with its 
various types of Izakaya (taverns).

 Tamamiya Town areaC-5

Nunoshi-hime-no-mikoto, worshipped 
in this shrine, is the wife of Inishiki-
irihiko-no-mikoto of Inaba-jinja and 
also the mother of Ichihayao-no-mikoto 
of Kashimori-jinja. The photograph 
depicts “the Autumn Festival” held at 
this shrine every November.

 Kogane-jinja (Shrine)C-5

Yanagase is Gifu's central shopping 
district. Since 1888, the area has 
developed into one of the most famous 
entertaining and shopping districts. 
In 1966, Yanagase became popular 
nationwide when a song titled “Yanagase 
Blues” by Mikawa Kenichi was released.

 Yanagase areaC-4

A communication hub for the downtown area. It aims to improve 
convenience and add attractions to the community. The place 
has a rest area, restroom, children’s playroom and also can 
be used for various events, exhibitions, etc. It is also a place 
for local radio broadcasts. Visitors can obtain information with 
pamphlets, fliers, or through an information concierge.
Closed/Thursday, 12/29-1/3

 Yanagase Ai-ai stationC-4

Mitono-machi became a bustling town as the original terminal area 
when the streetcars started to operate between Mino-Town and Gifu 
City in 1911. There is a Geta (wooden sandals) shop in the town where 
Hanako, only 138cm tall, placed a special order for her Tabi (Japanese 
socks) and Geta in the early Showa period. It is also known as the 
birthplace of famous Japanese-style painters, Kato Eizou and Touichi 
brothers. The town is now known for its gas lamps and pedestrian-
friendly pavement that was the first of its kind in Gifu.

 Mitono-machi areaC-4

This river used to flow from a natural spring in the vicinity 
of the JR Station where water gushed out on to the 
ground surface. A variety of fish and water plants could 
be seen, such as Hariyo fish and Himekouhone water 
lilies. The river serves as a good strolling spot lined with 
beautiful cherry trees. Today, the area is frequented by 
the local people looking for seasonal pleasure.

 Shimizu RiverC-6

The shrine was relocated to its present site 
at the construction of Kanou Castle after the 
battle of Sekigahara in the early Edo period 
and worshiped by the successive lords. 
Many commoners also visited this shrine as 
the accommodation district developed. It is 
still attracting popularity in the local area.

 Kanou Tenman-gu (Shrine)C-6

It was the outer moat in the shape of Naginata, long-
curved Japanese sword, located on the west side of 
Kanou Castle. Filled with spring water, it extended 
from the south of the former Kanou Town hall to the 
west area of the castle’s fort. There used to be a 
warrior’s residence on the west side of the moat but 
only its stone walls exist now. The moat was reclaimed 
and only underground conduits remain now.

 Nagi-nata MoatC-6·7

Wagasa, or Japanese umbrellas are made of 
bamboo(frame), wood(grip and rings), and 
washi, or Japanese paper that are coated with 
lacquer and oil. In the Edo period, Lord of Kanou 
subcontracted wagasa-making jobs to the lower 
class samurai. Colorful wagasa have been used 
in Kabuki and Classical Japanese Dance.

 Japanese umbrella and parasol

 A “Literature Trail” encountering works of Basho and Kawabata 4
refer to the 5 legendary Gifu town trails: “Matsuo Basho & Kakami Shikou”, “Kawabata Yasunari's first love”

 Osushi Highway walking course 6
refer to the 5 legendary Gifu town trails: “A samurai's business trip”

This processing site produced fermented Ayu 
(sweetfish) Sushi, entrusted by Owari-Han (Domain) 
which governed Gifu town during the Tokugawa era. 
This product was transported from Gifu to Edo, now 
known as Tokyo, as a gift to the Shogunate. The 
picture on the left depicts how to make Ayu Sushi.

 Former Osushi-Dokoro (Sushi Processing site) D-2

Picture scroll depicting how to make Ayu (sweetfish) 
Sushi displayed at Gifu City Museum of History

JR Gifu Station accommodates 
Heartful Square G, the lifelong 
learning center of Gifu City, 
Active G and ASTY Gifu as 
well as a variety of shops and 
restaurants. Gifu City Tower 43 
and Juroku Plaza stand in front 
of the station. In addition, Gifu 
Loft and ECT as well as other 
retail stores are conveniently 
located at the Meitetsu Gifu 
station. The North Square of 
JR is believed to be the largest 
station park in Japan.

 Vicinities of JR Gifu StationC-4

This temple was originally constructed in 1183 and once formed 
a temple town. It houses Nobunaga's decree of “free market and 
open guilds” and a temple bell he donated in 1564.
His grandson, Hidenobu, then lord of Gifu castle, became a monk 
after surrendering in the battle of Sekigahara. It also has a literature 
monument dedicated to the famous novelist, Naoki Sanjyugo.

 Entoku-ji (Temple)C-5

"Raku-ichi-rei" decree housed by Entoku-ji

This building was designed by an 
architect, Takeda Goichi and built 
in 1926. Its two-storied, ferroconcrete 
structure was quite rare in those days. It 
was a symbol of “Kanou” that prospered 
as the town of umbrellas and education.

 Former Kanou Town HallC-6

Kanou Town Hall completed in 1926

A signature sightseeing resource in Gifu City involving traditional fishing 
techniques that dates back to more than 1300 years ago. Usho, Masters of 
Fishermen belonging to the Imperial Household Agency, manipulate a 
dozen cormorants by leashes to catch Ayu, or sweetfish. This performance 
attracted so many people including Matsuo Basho, a renowned haiku 
poet, and even Charles Chaplin, a famous international actor.
Open/ 5/11-10/15
Information and reservation/ Ukai Tourist Center TEL.058-262-0104

 Nagara River Ukai (cormorant fishing)

An open rest area for town strollers 
between Gifu Park and Kawara-machi area. 
The square serves as a scenic location for 
the three-storied pagoda and Gifu castle 
situated on Mt. Kinka, especially beautiful in 
spring and autumn. A restroom is available.

 Kawara-machi SquareD-2

This 166-km-long river flows from 
Dainichigadake into Ise Bay. Its water, 
designated as one of the “best 100 
water sources” in Japan, and beautiful 
scenery are a symbol of Gifu.

 Nagara River

This area is known for its tasteful townscape of 
houses with latticed doors. During the Edo 
Period, this area flourished as a port town and, 
presently, it has become a popular sightseeing 
spot. Visitors are welcomed by traditional 
Japanese sweet shop and other various 
establishments housed in traditional architecture.

 Kawara-machi areaD-2

Ukai Masters lead their lives on the 
north bank of the Nagara River. 
Tourists are able to meet them together 
with cormorants used in Ukai.

 Ukai VillageE-1

Wooden boats for Ukai viewing are handcrafted by 
skilled workmen. No design drawings are used. It 
takes six months to finish a boat and they only craft 
two per year. A boat used in Ukai is on display. 
Open/9:00-16:00 Monday to Friday
(Appointment required on weekends and 
National holidays)

 Boatyard of Ukai viewingD-2

One of Japan's largest statues of Buddha (largest as the dry lacquered 
type) constructed in the late Edo period. Made of paper, bamboo and 
lacquer, this papier-mache statue is commonly known as the Kago 
(basket)- Buddha. Houkou-en, a restaurant located in the precinct of 
the temple, serves Buddhist vegetarian dishes of Chinese origin.
Open/9:00-17:00 all season
Fee/Adult 200 yen, Child 100 yen
TEL.058-264-2760

 Gifu Daibutsu (Shoubou-ji Temple)D-3

This temple was built by Saito Myochin, a General of Lord 
Toki. It mourns three generations of the Saito-Clan from 
Saito Dousan. He first came to this temple, harboring his 
ambition, and finally became a feudal lord by defeating 
his own master.

Open/9:00-17:00 (April to December) 10:00-16:00 (November to May)
Fee/Adult 150 yen, Child 100 yen
TEL.058-263-6632

 Jyozai-ji TempleD-3

Portrait of Saito Dousan kept in Jyozai-ji

Since the age of Dousan and Nobunaga, roads 
in the Kinka area have remained unchanged. The 
alleys in Ima-machi, shown in this picture, are also 
drawn on the old map made in the early Edo period. 
Between a wooden wall and a storehouse, one can 
see Mt. Kinka. Kajikawa ditch can also be seen.

 Gifu Castle viewed from the old Gifu townD-2

This temple accommodates the grave of Hanako, 
located in its corner, and her monument, 
established in its precinct in 2004. She was a 
famous actress in Europe in the beginning of the 
20th century, and was the only Japanese model 
for Rodin. She spent her later years in Nishizono-
cho near Yanagase. Her mask made by Rodin is 
on display at Heartful Square G in the JR station.

 Jyodo-ji temple, grave and monument of HanakoD-4

For the purpose of promoting free trade to stimulate the local 
economy, Oda Nobunaga legally granted merchants the right to 
do business at the market. This policy is known as “Raku-ichi, 
Raku-za.” Misono district once had such market and this tree was 
regarded as its symbol. Kashimori-jinja is renowned as the God of 
the Happy households, Marriage, Academic achievement, and Safe 
childbearing and dedicated to Ichihayao-no-mikoto. His father is 
Inishiki-irihiko-no-mikoto and his mother is Nunoshi-hime-no-mikoto. 
They are enshrined in Inaba Shrine and Kogane Shrine respectively.

 Hackberry tree of Misono and Kashimori-jinja (shrine)C-4

Bai-rin Koen (Plum Blossom Park) was originally 
constructed as a private garden during the Meiji period and 
later changed to a municipal park. The park contains 1300 
plum trees of over 50 different varieties that bloom white 
and red flowers in early spring, attracting a numerous 
number of visitors. Dengaku (skewered tofu grilled and 
coated with sweet miso-paste) served by a restaurant in the 
park is one of the specialty foods in Gifu.

 Bai-rin KoenD-4

After the glorious victory in the battle of 
Sekigahara in 1600, Tokugawa Ieyasu directed 
the construction of the new Kanou Castle upon 
the former castle site to defend his territory 
against a possible attack by remnants of the 
Toyotomi army. Ieyasu appointed Okudaira 
Nobumasa to govern the castle. Following his 
reign, the Lord was changed subsequently to 
Okubo, Toda. When the last Lord, Nagai, was 
in power, the 260-year feudal control by the 

Tokugawa family came to a dramatic end and as such the power of Samurai came to 
a close due to the birth of the Meiji Restoration.

 Ruins of Kanou CastleC-7

3D model of Kanou Castle restored by the Board 
of Education of Gifu City

This temple was erected on the former 
suburban residence of Kame-hime (princess), 
the first daughter of Tokugawa Ieyasu and 
the wife of the first lord of Kanou Domain, 
Okudaira Nobumasa. She was cremated at 
this temple and her burial mound stands here.

 Koukoku-ji (Temple)C-6

Portrait of Kame-hime, the eldest daughter of Tokugawa Ieyasu and a wife of Okudaira Nobumasa, the 
first Lord of Kanou Domain, in Koukoku-ji.

岐阜公園北詰にある織田信長の時代をイメージした岐阜公園総合
案内所。まちなか案内所やレンタサイクル受付所、軽食コーナー、お
土産コーナーがあり、無料休憩所として誰でも気軽に利用できる。
開館時間／9：00～18：00（12月～2月は17：00まで）
休館日／軽食・土産コーナー：元旦
　　　　案内所：12月29日～1月3日

 岐阜公園総合案内所D-2

The statue was carved in 1776, 82 
years after Basho's death and is resting 
at Jion-ji Temple.  This 57cm-tall statue 
assumes a magnificent depth on the 
grains of its joined-block body made 
of Japanese cedar. It is said to be the 
most beautiful statue of Basho.

 Wooden Statue of Matsuo BashoC-4

There are some stone monuments dedicated to 
distinguished people including Matsuo Basho, and 
Kawabata Yasunari, a laureate of the Nobel Prize 
in Literature. Two statues representing Yasunari 
and his love, Hatsuyo known as “the statues of 
Kagaribi” stand on a memorial and continue to 
loyally view blazing fishing torches in Ukai.

 Pocket Park Meisui (Quality Water)D-2

A picture drawn between the rails of the Kanou Bridge, on the south side of a signpost at Ara-machi

A picture at the intersection of R157 and Nakasen-do Highway

※Photos were donated by Gifu City, the Gifu Convention and Visitors Bureau, et al.

Lord Nikaido originally built the castle on the 
mountain during the Kamakura Era in the 13th 
century. It was once named as “Inaba-yama 
Castle” while Saito Dousan, a warlord during the 
age of provincial wars, resided. However, the 
castle earned the new name when Oda Nobunaga, 
married Nou-Hime or Princess Nou, a daughter of 

Dousan, changed the name of the town from Inokuchi to Gifu. Visitors are able to 
command a wide view of Noubi Plain from the castle’s keep that was restored in 
1956 and is now a museum. We recommend watching the sunset from here.

Open/8:30-17:30 (operating hours vary during seasons)
Fee/Adult 200 yen, Child 100 yen  TEL.058-263-4853

Transportation and Holiday Emergency Clinic

●Tourist Information Office on the second floor 
　inside the JR station
　 Hashimoto-cho 1-10, Gifu City, 058-262-4415

●Gifu Park Information Office
　 Oumiya-cho 1, Gifu City, TEL.058-264-4865

●Gifu City Cormorant Fishing Viewing Boat Office
　 Minato-machi 1-2, Gifu City, 058-262-0104

●Mt. Kinka Ropeway
　 Senjojikishita 257, Gifu City, 058-262-6784

●Ai-ai Station,‘We love Yanagase, 
　check out more fun activites!!’
　 2-17, Yanagase street, Gifu City, TEL.058-216-0371

●Gifu Convention and Visitors Bureau
　 Kanda-machi 2-2, Gifu City, 058-263-7291

●Gifu Nagaragawa Onsen and Ryokan Cooperative
　 Nagara Fukumitsu 2610-4, Gifu City, 058-297-2122

●Gifu Area Sightseeing Taxi Cooperative
　 058-240-7533

●Gifu City Senior Citizens' Center
　（Silver Sightseeing Guide）
　 Tsuruta-machi 3-7-4, Gifu City, 058-240-1245

●Gifu Machizukuri Center
　 Kanda-machi 5-4, Gifu City, 058-263-7180

Sightseeing and Community Development

●JR Gifu Station
　 Hashimoto-cho 1, Gifu City, 058-262-4360

●Meitetsu Gifu Station
　 Kanda-machi 9-1, Gifu City, 058-262-0867

●Gifu Bus Terminal, information for passengers
　 Kanda-machi 9-1, Gifu City, 058-266-8822

●Holiday Emergency Clinic
　（southwest side of the Chusetsu Bridge）
　 Aoyagi-cho 5-3, Gifu City, 058-253-7711

●Holiday Emergency Dental Clinic
　（southwest side of the Chusetsu Bridge）
　 Aoyagi-cho 5-2-4, Gifu City, 058-252-2122

ぎふしまちなか歩き
Gifu City Walking
Information List

Matsuo Basho and Kakami Shikou Visiting Kawabata Yasunari's first love

The Story of “Little Hanako”

Samurai’s business trip to Gifu - Osushi Highway Graceful dancing flames on the river’s surface

Check out the places the haiku master, Matsuo 
Basho visited during his stay in Gifu.

Take a tour around Kanou and the Nagara River 
thinking about Kawabata's first, heart-breaking love.

From Hanako's home in the Yanagase area, to her monument and grave at Jyodo-ji Temple.

Follow the footsteps of a samurai, Asahi Bunza’emon, and walk 
the Osushi Highway from Kanou Castle to the Nagara River.

A world renowned artist being moved by the reflections 
of fire under the moonlight and the story of “Akari”.

　The name, Osushi 
Highway can be found 
in a diary written by a 
samurai named Asahi 
Bunza’emon who served 
as“Tatami Bugyo”(an 
administrative body in 
charge of procuring, 
replacing and storing 
tatami mats for the Owari 
domain). According to 
his account, he came to 
Gifu on August 23, 1717 through this Osushi Highway.  He set 
out from his house located in the present East Ward of Nagoya 
City late at night and arrived in Gifu via Kiyosu, Ichinomiya, 
Kasamatsu. On the way, he gazed up at Kanou Castle and the 
hackberry tree of Misono that stood in the middle of the Osushi 
Highway.  After dropping by the Magistrate Office of the Owari 
domain,he inspected tatami mats and later he climbed up Mt. 
Kinka to dine on Ayu, sweetfish with sake. He also watched 
cormorant fishing at night and again ate the sweetfish that had 
been caught by the birds. The next day, he moved on to the 
Nagara Village for investigation.
　Bunza’emon seems to have had a big appetite and recorded 
over 300 types of foods. He even ate pheasant and duck 
while a law banning the slaughter of animals was still in effect. 
He included many of his private thoughts about his lord and 

his administrat ion in 
his diary,  so i t  was 
kept secret at the time. 
Presently, his path can 
be traced through the 
Kanou Castle ruins, the 
Misono Hackberry Tree, 
the former site of the 
Magistrate office, the 
hiking trails of Mt. Kinka, 
and cormorant fishing.

　In t he s umme r o f 
1569, Lu í s F ró i s, a 
P o r t u g u e s e  J e s u i t 
missionary, visited the 
Gifu castle town and 
d e s c r i b e d  i t  a s 
“prosperous as Babylon.” 
In the summer of 1951, 
about 400 years later 
f rom then, Isamu Noguchi, the renowned sculptor, 
experienced the unimaginable beauty of cormorant fishing in 
the moonlight. He was absorbed by the light of the fishing 
torches swaying on the river. At that time, he might have 
already completed the image of “sculptures of light.” With this 
inspiration, he redesigned the traditional Gifu lantern thus 
creating the “Akari” series with the established Ozeki Lantern 
Company. He wrote in his essay that cormorant fishing on the 
Nagara River was an “essential summer sightseeing spot, 
while at the same time being an earnest way of fishing.”  
Fróis, Chaplin, and Noguchi were all greatly moved by the 
scenes of Gifu. Experience for yourself the mesmerizing 

i l luminat ion of the 
Akari lanterns.

Ozeki 
Lanterns
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A new winter event of night boats displaying 
the twelve months of the year

Komeya-cho area with a former site of 
Honjin (Owari Domain Lord inn) in Gifu town

Fermented Sweetfish Sushi

　In June 1688, he came to Gifu thanks to the efforts of the local 
haiku poets. 
"I will remain here / until the White Goosefoot grass / grows tall 
like a cane"
　Settled at Myoshou-ji Temple, he greeted the priest with this 
haiku referring to the White Goosefoot and expressed his hope 
to prolong his stay. Local poets enthusiastically welcomed him 
and invited him to join several renku (linked-verses) sessions. 
One time, he was invited by Matsuhashi Kisaburo, a village 
chief, to his residence in the present Matsugae-cho, where he 
created a haiku about a centuries-old water well. Gifu happened 
to be the birthplace of Saito Tokugen, a famous warrior-turned 
poet before Basho, who had a residence near Shinkou-ji 
Temple.
"From this very spot / all those things that meet the eye / are 
quite refreshing"
　When he visited Kashima Zen’emon, an oil merchant with 
a house along the Nagara River, he climbed up to its tower 
and praised the breathtaking landscape that was unbelievably 
comparable to a combination of the eight views of Xiao Xiang 
and the ten views of the West Lake in China. Therefore, he 
named this tower “Juhachi-ro” (“Tower of 18 views”).
"Exciting to see / but soon after, comes pity / the cormorant 
boats"
　Basho also enjoyed cormorant fishing from the left bank of 
the Nagara River. Completely intoxicated by its solemn beauty, 
Basho uttered, “Through my limited wisdom, I cannot describe 
it in a single word.” One month later, in mid-Autumn, he left for 
the Shinshu area in search of a place to appreciate the harvest 
moon. 
　Among Basho’s best disciples, Kakami Shiko, who is believed 
to have made Basho's frog haiku famous was from Gifu. He 
loyally stayed by Basho’s side when his master was on his 
deathbed.
"Into an old pond / jumps a 
so litary frog / the sound of 
water"
　With its lineage back to 
Basho and Shiko, the Shishi-
mon Ha iku Sec t  g roup 
continues to gather to create 
haiku.

　In 1919, at a café 
in Tokyo, 20-year-old 
Kawabata Yasunari 
first met 16-year-old 
Ito Hatsuyo. She later 
came to  Sa ihou- j i 
Temple in Gifu as the 
adopted daughter of 
the café owner’s older 
sister. The following 
year, he visited her in 
Gifu and they promised 
marriage. However, she 

later broke off the engagement, leaving his first love unfulfilled.
　Kawabata wrote some novels relating to Gifu.  One of them 
is “Kagaribi” in which the main character comes to Gifu, the 
city of paper lanterns and umbrellas, visiting Tenmangu Shrine 
and Saihou-ji Temple to reunite with Michiko (modeled after 
Hatsuyo). They watch cormorant fishing together at an inn on 
the riverbank of the Nagara River. 
　Another novel features a character’s sentiments about 
reuniting with his first love on his way from Gifu Station through 
the Eastern Land Bridge. 
　Gifu was on i ts 
growth track thanks 
to the development of 
its textile industry. The 
southern area of the 
station was still called at 
that time Kanou Town 
until finally merging with 
Gifu City in 1940. 

　Hanako served as the only Japanese 
model for the modern sculpture giant, 
Auguste Rodin. She was born in 1867 with 
the rise of modern Japan and survived 
the tumult of the Meiji, Taisho and Showa 
Periods. She was first trained as a geisha. 
After suffering two divorces, she traveled to 
Europe alone to audition as a dancer in the 
World Fair in Copenhagen, Denmark. She 
was 34 years old at that time. This turned 
out to be a new chapter of her life in which 
her career as a geisha bloomed in Europe. 
She traveled around and returned to Japan 
as an international actress. 
　Nicknamed “Little Hanako,” she was an attractive, small “middle-
aged lady” with beautiful and exquisite eyes, a firm mouth and 

porcelain skin. Her voice was strong and pleasant to the ear.
　This description can be found in the last chapter of a book titled 
“Auguste Rodin” written by Takamura Koutarou. He had such an 
impression of Hanako when he visited her 
in early February, 1927 for the purpose 
of seeing two masks she had received 
from Rodin. After having spent 20 years 
in Europe,Hanako led her retired life at 
an okiya on Nishizono-cho, Gifu City. 
Stroll around 
the town that 
reminisces the 
memor ies of 
Hanako. 

Shishi-mon Haiku Session at Myoshou-ji Temple

Hanako in costume
 (from the Rodin Museum)

Hanako dancing with a folding fanReplica of the two masks brought back to Gifu

Kawabata (left) with his first love, Hatsuyo 
(middle), and his friend

The remains of the Eastern Land Bridge 
viewed from the south of the Meitetsu Line

ぎふしまちなか歩き
The 5 legendary Gifu town trails




